Malcolm Muggeridge’s statement on the end of Western Civilization


You might think that was a somewhat pessimistic way of looking at things, but it isn’t really. I conclude that civilizations, like every other human creation wax and wane. By the nature of the case there can never be a lasting civilization any more than there can be a lasting spring or lasting happiness in an individual life, or lasting stability in a society. It’s in the nature of man and of all that he constructs to perish, and it must ever be so. The world is full of the debris of past civilizations and others are known to have existed which have not even left any debris behind them but have just disappeared. This applies also to utopias of every kind, whatever their ideology may be, from the garden of Eden onwards. Such dreams of lasting felicity have cropped up and no doubt always will, but their realization is impossible for the simple reason that a fallen creature like man, though capable of conceiving perfection and aspiring after it, is in himself and in his works forever imperfect. Thus he’s fated to exist in the no man’s land between the perfection he can conceive and the imperfection that characterizes his own nature and everything he does. It is a tantalizing situation, and yet one that has produced whatever is truly great in the way of human achievements.

In these circumstances why should anyone expect Christendom to go on forever or see in its impending collapse a cosmic catastrophe? Our earth and its inhabitants have survived numerous disasters from the Ice Age onwards. We will doubtless likewise survive many others, including, if it happens, a breakdown of the present world order, whether in consequence of nuclear warfare or, less dramatically and perhaps more probably, of the breakdown of law and order and the degeneracy of a population grown soft by excessive self-indulgence and confused by the collapse of standards of belief and behaviour which have hitherto been acceptable to them even though only imperfectly observed. If, then, all signs point to the decline and impending fall of what we continue to call Western Civilization, to be followed by another Dark Age, this no more represents any finality in human history than other such developments have in the past.

(Source: Malcom Muggeridge, The End of Christendom, pp. 20-22)

